














8 Blackburn News

Our Lady of Lourdes
Our Lady of Lourdes have recently been involved in 
a whole school health fortnight. Pupils experienced 
a range of sporting activities organised for us by 
our Active Schools coordinators. Primary 6 had 
a visit from the Tobacco and Alcohol Unit who 
explored a whole range of issues around smoking 
and its dangers. Each class discussed safety, 
healthy eating and road safety. Instead of smart 
starts we had some healthy starts where we took 
part in some dancercise. We finished our fortnight 
celebrating our Feast Day with Mass and a day 
of fun including eating lovely fruit salad, quizzes, 
more dance and some relaxation.

Primary 1/2 have settled back in well after a very 
snowy Christmas break. The class wrote about their 
experiences in the snow during writing time and 
also what what happened the night Santa came to 
their house.

The boys and girls had great fun during health 
fortnight taking part in the aerobic sessions held in 
school by Mrs Paterson and also learned about the 
importance of road safety. Keeping a food diary 
during this time also made the class reflect about 
how healthy their diet was.

This term, our topic is toys old and new.  
P 1/2 have been finding out about the toys 
children played with long ago and how they are 
different from the toys we regard as favourites 
today. We have also been making our own toys 
from junk materials and are looking forward to 
planning our teddy bears picnic.

P. 2/3 
The pupils soon settled back into school life, after 
the Christmas break and have produced some 
fabulous writing about Kipper’s Snowy Day – a 
story they could all relate to given the recent 
weather. This term’s topic is The Lighthouse 
Keeper’s Lunch, a book that has enabled us to 
embrace the Curriculum for Excellence. We have 
been able to recycle ‘junk’ to design and create 
puppets of the key characters – most definitely 
promoting Responsible Citizens. The Topic also 
lends itself to cross curricular activities: we have 
covered our Science outcomes (Investigating 
Properties of Materials) within a setting that was 
entirely relevant and something the pupils could 
easily relate to. To date, we have had fun testing 
different materials to determine whether or not 
they were waterproof. Coming up, P2/3 will use 
the knowledge gained from our investigations to 
design an outfit for Mr Grinling (the lighthouse 
keeper) which will keep him both warm and dry.

P3/4 – Health Fortnight 
Our class really enjoyed the special homework 
set by our head teacher and got straight to work 
designing 2D and 3D healthy lunchboxes.

In class we used GLOW to look at the Smart Guys 
Website on Road Safety.

We focused on crossing the road safely and 
volunteers conducted a Traffic Survey in their own 
break and lunch times, looking at the Bathgate 
Road and its users.

We shared this information with PC Emery who 
came to remind us of the Green Cross Code.

P. 4/5 
The children of P4/5 have begun the new topic 
of ‘Looking After Our Environment/EcoSchools’. 
The children have approached the subject with 
their usual enthusiasm and many are already 
practising sound ecological practices within their 

own homes. The children have named themselves 
‘The Eco Warriors’ and are taking the concerns of 
environmental issues very seriously. We recently 
undertook a ‘Scavenger Hunt’ where the children 
cleaned up the school grounds; this was not just 
a matter of picking up rubbish and placing it in 
the bin but a learning exercise where the children 
had to decipher which bins the rubbish went into. 
This enabled the children to demonstrate their 
knowledge of the 3R’s – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. 
They are at present conducting an experiment to 
establish if certain objects are biodegradable or 
non-biodegradable. The pupils have planted certain 
items (pears, apple cores, paper clips, plastic etc.) 
and made predictions which will be compared 
with findings next week.

The children have posters displayed in 
the classroom showing various aspects of 
Environmental issues, made leaflets to be 
distributed throughout the school, encouraging 
positive ecological practice, written an acrostic 
poem in regard to their topic and are just about 
to write and perform their own ‘Clean School Rap’ 
which will be seen at a subsequent assembly. A 
visit from the Forestry Commission is in the process 
of being arranged which will give the children 
further insight into a range of environmental issues. 

P.5/6 have had a very busy start to term 3. Our 
topic this term is the Jacobites and the impact 
made on people of the Highlands following those 
difficult years. We found a fabulous novel ‘The 
Desperate Journey ‘ by Kathleen Fidler. We cannot 
wait to find out what will happen to a desperate 
family looking for a new life elsewhere. We plan to 
turn our class into a museum where you can find 
out information about life 200 years ago.

Health fortnight left us feeling recharged! Mrs 
Doolan has never eaten so much fruit. We got the 
chance to experience early rugby skills as well as 
enjoy a change to our class routine.

Finally, it looks as if we could have some budding 
drummers in our midst. After a super display and 
workshop by The Piper’s Trail, several of the class 
are looking to pursue this interest.

P.6/7 
Since Christmas, Primary 6/7 have been working 
really hard. Our topic this term is World War 
II and we have undertaken many activities to 
transport us back to the early 1940’s and enable 
us to become successful learners! We have been 
evacuees, dressed as Scottish soldiers of the time 
and designed menus featuring all the delicacies 
of the era. We’re glad we weren’t around to eat 
potted heid! Now we’re looking forward to trying 
some of these recipes at the tea dance that we’re 
holding just before the Easter holidays.

In Language, we are currently taking part in some 
real active learning as we prepare our media 
project for our St Kentigern’s challenge. In groups, 
we are creating a TV and radio news broadcast 
based on international, national and local news. 
We will present our projects at St Kentigern’s 
Academy on the March 29th.

We thoroughly enjoyed our experiences during our 
health fortnight. We were well and truly woken 
up by Mrs Paterson’s healthy start and we became 
more confident individuals and responsible citizens 
after our discussions with PC Emery about drug and 
alcohol misuse and our local dog warden. 

We are looking forward to the challenges and the 
hard work over the next four weeks and then the 
relaxing Easter holidays!

Changing attitudes to alcohol

Murrayfield  
Primary News
After the October break P7’s set to work to organise a Pink 
Assembly for Breast Cancer Awareness. The assembly that 
day was a sea of pink.

P4 invited parents to join them in a Big Picnic event. Despite 
a very cold and wet day many parents turned up to support 
their children.

21 P6 and P7 children attended a School Camp at Dalguise. 
A great week was had by all. Those who didn’t attend camp 
followed an exciting alternative curriculum week which 
included swimming and ten pin bowling.

Also in November Language Centre Staff and School staff 
hosted a curricular evening for parents to explain their joint 
language project. 

Children in Need was the next fundraiser. All children wore 
a bandanna for Pudsey Bear. The teachers including the 
acting HT did their own version of the Pussy Cat Dolls Jai Ho. 
It was fun.

Primary 5, 6 and 7 worked cooperatively to produce a 
DVD about Bullying. The strong message from this DVD 
was shown at a school assembly and also to Blackburn 
Community Council. The school interviewed, selected and 
trained Peer Mediators who help Murrayfield Pupils to come 
up with solutions to their own problems.

At the beginning of December P1 children invited their 
parents to join them for Bright Start activities in the morning. 
By this time P1 and P2 were beginning their rehearsals for 
the Nativity which was a delight to watch later on in the 
month. The am and pm Nursery children performed their 
own Nativity for their parents.

The School Choir took their singing out and about in the 
community. Visits included Blackburn Library, Mill Centre, 
and Old Folks Club at the Community Centre and residents 
of the Bield Housing Association. They also sang under a 
shimmering Christmas tree at Almondvale Centre to raise 
funds for Barnardos. 

The Parent Council, school staff and pupils worked together 
to hold a Christmas Fair. Santa was there and over £1000 
was raised for school funds. Santa also attended the Nursery 
and P1 parties.

DHL Logistics visited P5 & P6 to deliver safety training.

In January P4 received Hockey coaching resulting in a 
Hockey Festival with the other Blackburn Schools.  P3, P4 
and P5 held a ceilidh and invited some of the members of 
the Young at Heart Club to join them in their celebration of 
singing, poetry and traditional dancing.  

Two P7 pupils continued to represent the school at the P7/
S1 Pupil Council at Bathgate Academy.

After School Clubs resumed.  Primary 7 received football 
coaching which will culminate in an inter schools football 
festival later in the year.

Primary 3/2 will take part in an inter schools  
multi-sports festival.

In February the Piper’s Trail entertained us at an assembly 
and coached P4,5 and 6 in drumming skills.

The Pupil Council organised a Pyjamas for Haiti fundraising.

Three of our pupils, Taylor Bones, Fiona Graham and 
Cameron Robertson represented us at the Burn’s Poetry 
Competition in St Kentigern’s Academy.

Good Luck to our team of swimmers who will take to  
the water to raise money for Sports Relief.  

Finally P6 and P7 at Murrayfield, Blackburn and Our Lady of 
Lourdes primaries have been working on two joint projects.  

The first entitled “in the Loop” celebrates art, music and 
dance.  It will be performed at Murrayfield in front of  
invited guests.

The second event is part of the Community Action on Alcohol 
Project.  Each school is working on aspects of community 
life in Blackburn and will present their thoughts and findings 
around various community venues.  The final event will be a 
conference organised by pupils from all three schools.  This 
year Murrayfield Primary will host the conference.


